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Here is another example: Peg Fagan
of Pennsylvania. The Republican bill
includes an age tax that will allow in-
surers to charge older Americans up to
five times more than younger Ameri-
cans. Peg is from Bucks County, in
Southeastern Pennsylvania. She is a
three-time cancer survivor who could
not afford health insurance prior to the
Affordable Care Act. She is approach-
ing Medicare eligibility but still has a
few years to go before she is old enough
to enroll.

Peg was able to find affordable health
insurance thanks to the ACA, but
under the Republican bill, she could
once again be discriminated against for
being an older adult, and another pos-
sible object of discrimination would be
that she is a cancer survivor.

That was the old law. That is where
we were before, where insurance com-
panies were allowed under the law to
discriminate in that fashion. They
could discriminate against you because
you were a woman. They could dis-
criminate against you because you had
a preexisting condition. They could dis-
criminate against you because you
were a cancer survivor or because of
your age, or so many other cir-
cumstances. I thought we were beyond
that. I thought we had finally cured
that problem, but some want to go
back in time.

So the CBO tells us that the Repub-
lican bill would rip away healthcare
from 23 million Americans. I just went
through some Pennsylvania stories. We
have a lot more, and my colleagues will
be hearing them. But for Hannah and
Madeline and Rowan and Alex and Peg,
we should ask ourselves a couple of
basic questions. Healthcare for those
Pennsylvanians should not be made
worse, and they should not be made
worse off, in order to give the top one-
tenth of 1 percent a $200,000 giveaway.
That is what the first version of the
House healthcare bill would do. It
would give the top one-tenth of 1 per-
cent an average tax cut of $197,000. I ex-
aggerated; I said $200,000. Let’s be
exact. It is $197,000 each. Why would we
take away healthcare or even risk or
create uncertainty about healthcare
for Hannah, Madeline, Rowan, Alex,
and Peg because some people around
here want to give tax cuts to the tune
of hundreds of billions of dollars to
very wealthy people? That is not what
I call a healthcare bill.

The Senate has an obligation, in my
judgment—both parties—to stop this
bill from being enacted into law. We
cannot allow this legislation to pass or
anything like it to become law. So I
ask each Member of the Senate to con-
sider these Pennsylvanians and plenty
in your home States and the countless
more like them who are anxiously hop-
ing and praying this Congress will not
vote to take away their healthcare.

DRUG AND VETERANS TREATMENT COURTS

Mr. President, I rise to express my
support for the drug and other treat-
ment courts, including veterans treat-
ment courts, in Pennsylvania and the
more than 3,000 across the Nation.

CONGRESSIONAL RECORD — SENATE

Just last month during National
Drug Court Month, drug courts across
the country held graduation cere-
monies to recognize individuals who
completed this rigorous treatment pro-
gram. These courts, which serve about
150,000 people a year, hold offenders
with substance use and mental health
disorders accountable for their actions
through strict supervision while also
connecting them to the treatment they
need. More than 1.25 million people
have successfully graduated from drug
and treatment court programs and are
now on a path to recovery.

Research has demonstrated that drug
and other treatment courts not only
reduce crime but also reduce spending
by slowing the cycle of recidivism.
Drug and other treatment courts are
also an important resource to law en-
forcement and community stake-
holders working to combat the opioid
epidemic. Opioid addiction is a growing
public health crisis in Pennsylvania
and throughout the Nation, and it de-
mands real action. As public officials,
we have an obligation to ensure that
the resources and policies are in place
to fight this scourge so that more fami-
lies won’t have to endure the heartache
of losing a loved one to addiction.

Veterans treatment courts are inno-
vative and collaborative programs to
address some of the unique challenges
that face our veteran communities.
There are approximately 22 million
veterans in the United States, and
Pennsylvania is home to nearly 1 mil-
lion. The majority of veterans return
to our communities as leaders and lead
exemplary lives; however, not every
veteran’s path is straightforward. That
is why we need to make sure the right
programs and support services are in
place.

According to the Department of Jus-
tice, in 2011 and 2012, approximately 8
percent of the total incarcerated popu-
lation in the United States were, in
fact, veterans. These veterans found
themselves serving time in correc-
tional facilities because they had not
received the treatment they needed.
While this represents a very small per-
centage of veterans, it is important
that we support programs like veterans
treatment courts for veterans who face
significant obstacles returning to civil-
ian life, including mental health con-
cerns, post-traumatic stress disorder,
and substance abuse issues. These
treatment courts can have a lifelong
impact on a veteran by helping them
get out of the criminal justice system
and get the necessary treatment they
have earned. It is our obligation to
work every day to ensure veterans are
receiving the care and support they de-
serve.

There are many stories from across
Pennsylvania and our country that ex-
emplify why these veterans treatment
courts are critical. Just to give one,
shortly after Michael Colletti from
Montgomery County received an hon-
orable discharge from the U.S. Coast
Guard, he found himself in the grips of
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a serious addiction to opioids. To sup-
port his growing habit, Michael began
stealing from his employer, resulting
in his arrest and jail time. His crimes
were caused by his opioid use disorder,
and Michael found himself in the Mont-
gomery County Veterans Treatment
Court.

Finally, getting the accountability
he needed and connecting with the ben-
efits he earned as a veteran, Michael
began the process of leaving behind his
life of addiction and crime to start a
new path. Today, Michael Colletti is a
partner in a successful small business
and a mentor to others in his commu-
nity struggling with their own sub-
stance use.

He says of the veterans treatment
court:

I wouldn’t be here without the support net-
work from the court. I wouldn’t have my
girlfriend, I wouldn’t have my beautiful
place, I wouldn’t have my career, and most
importantly, I wouldn’t have the sound clar-
ity of mind to be myself again. Now I am
committed to paying it forward.

I and I know many others are proud
to support a recent letter led by our
colleagues, Senator KLOBUCHAR and
Senator WICKER, highlighting the im-
portance of funding the Drug Court
Discretionary Grant Program and vet-
erans treatment courts. As we go
through the appropriations process, I
urge my colleagues to consider the
proven track record of these courts in
improving outcome for graduates, and I
hope Congress will offer strong support
for these important programs that
have been helping the justice system
better serve individuals, veterans, their
families, friends, and communities.

Mr. President, I yield the floor.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The Sen-
ator from North Carolina.

———
MORNING BUSINESS

Mr. TILLIS. Mr. President, I ask
unanimous consent that the Senate be
in a period of morning business, with
Senators permitted to speak therein
for up to 10 minutes each.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without
objection, it is so ordered.

BUDGET SCOREKEEPING REPORT

Mr. ENZI. Mr. President, I wish to
submit to the Senate the budget
scorekeeping report for June 2017. The
report compares current-law levels of
spending and revenues with the
amounts the Senate agreed to in the
budget resolution for fiscal year 2017,
S. Con. Res. 3. This information is nec-
essary for the Senate Budget Com-
mittee to determine whether budget
points of order lie against pending leg-
islation. The Republican staff of the
Senate Budget Committee and the Con-
gressional Budget Office, CBO, pre-
pared this report pursuant to section
308(b) of the Congressional Budget Act,
CBA.

My last filing can be found in the
RECORD on April 27, 2017. The informa-
tion contained in this report captures
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